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Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

LILASRt

Re:

Dear Mr. Litchfield:

As we have discussed over the telephone, and as is reflected in my letter of
November 21, 1996 to Lee Ann Elliott, Chairman of the Federal Election Commission, we

represent Congressman Jerry Costello of Illinois. We also represent his authorized campaign
committee.

For many months, the Congressman has been subjected to allegations relating to
his relationship with Amiel Cueto. The Congressman vehemently denies any allegation of

wrongdoing. The Congressman’s campaign committee maintains funds which the Congressman
and his committee wish to utilize to defray the Congressman’s expenses incurred with our law
firm. '

Congressman Costello and his committee believe these expenses are campaign-
related both because the specific allegations raised in the press relate to the Congressman’s
performance as an elected official and because certain of the allegations became campaign issues
in the 1996 primary and general elections and they likely will be raised as issues in the 1998
election. Because the Congressman has been required to respond to certain of these issues within

the context of his 1996 campaign and will need to respond in the context of the 1998 campaign,
the Congressman views the expenditures as necessary to his campaign for reelection.
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The Congressman is mindful of the prohibitions in the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971 against the use of campaign funds for personal use, and the Congressman
understands that, under the personal use rules, expenses for attorneys’ services are among those
uses that are examined on a case-by-case basis. The Congressman and his authorized committee
request the opinion of the Federal Election Commission concerning the propriety of using
campaign funds for the purpose of reimbursing our firm for legal expenses.

In part I of this letter, we briefly summarize information relating to the trials of
Thomas Venezia in 1995 and Amiel Cueto in 1997. These trials generated substantial publicity;
articles in the Belleville News-Democrat, St. Louis Post-Dispatch and other newspapers raised
issues concerning Congressman Costello’s relationship with Messrs. Venezia and Cueto. In
part II, we summarize the nature of the specific allegations made in the media, arising out of the
Venezia and Cueto trials, as they relate to Congressman Costello. In part III, we summarize the
nature of the legal services we have rendered, and continue to render, to Congressman Costello.

1. Background Information

Thomas Venezia (and others) were indicted in the United States District Court for
the Southern District of Illinois. They were charged with gambling-related racketeering
activities; the Venezia trial took place in late 1995. Venezia and his co-defendants were
convicted on December 6, 1995.

During the course of the Venezia trial, witnesses testified about business and
political connections allegedly involving Venezia, Cueto and Congressman Costello. This
testimony was reported in the Belleville News-Democrat and St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and was
made an issue in Congressman Costello’s efforts to win reelection in 1996. We enclose copies of
the following newspaper articles relating to these matters:

Belleville News-Democrat, September 22, 1995

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, November 1, 1995

Belleville News-Democrat, November 1, 1995

Belleville News-Democrat, November 3, 1995

Belleville News-Democrat, December 7, 1995

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, September 12, 1996

Belleville News-Democrat, October 29, 1996 ,

Belleville News-Democrat, November 3, 1996 (advertisement)

In August 1996, Amiel Cueto, together with two other defendants, was indicted
for obstruction of justice, conspiracy, and a number of other federal crimes. The co-defendants
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pled guilty. Mr. Cueto was tried between April and June 1997; he was convicted on June 11,
1997.

II. The Specific Allegations Reported By The Press

Mr. Cueto and Congressman Costello were best friends for many years. They
served as best man at each other’s weddings and they have-extremely close family relations.
They also were partners in a business venture starting in the 1980s and terminating in August
1992. -

During the course of the Cueto trial Congressman Costello, together with others,
was named as an unindicted co-conspirator. However, Congressman Costello has never been
charged with any wrongdoing and he has not been identified to us as a subject or target of any
criminal investigation. Congressman Costello voluntarily appeared before a federal grand jury in
April 1996, and, through our office, he advised both the prosecution and defense in the Cueto
case that he was available to testify zt the Cueto trial if they so desired. Neither side called
Congressman Costello as a witness.

Enclosed are the following articles (among many others) relating to coverage of
the Cueto trial:

Belleville News-Democrat, April 10, 1997
Belleville News-Democrat, April 17, 1997
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, April 17, 1997
Belleville News-Democrat, April 22, 1997
Belleville News-Democrat, April 30, 1997
Belleville News-Democrat, May 11, 1997
St. Louis Post Dispatch, May 13, 1997

. Belleville News-Democrat, May 15, 1997
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 15, 1997
Belleville News-Democrat, May 18, 1997
Chicago Sun-Times, May 19, 1997
Belleville News-Democrat, June 5, 1997
Belleville News-Democrat, June 15, 1997
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Junc 15, 1997

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, June 17, 1997
Belleville News-Democrat, June 17, 1997
Belleville News-Democrat, June 18, 1997
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As you will note, the testimony in the Cueto case was widely reported in the
media. As reflected by the enclosed articles, there were three principal allegations which formed
the basis of the media’s coverage of the Congressman. Following the Cueto trial, Congressman
Costello met with the media to discuss these matters in detail. (See St. Louis Post-Dispatch,
June 15, 1997.)

First, there was hearsay testimony that Congressman Costello was a “silent
partner” in business dealings with Cueto and Venezia. (See, for example, St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, April 17, 1997; Belleville News-Democrat, May 15, 1997.) The Congressman has
repeatedly denied those allegations.

Second, an allegation was made and reported in the media that Congressman
Costello, in his capacity as an elected public official and leader in the Democratic Party, met
with St. Clair County State’s Attorney Robert Haida in an attempt to convince Haida to vacate
his position as State’s Attorney, accept a judgeship, and assist in convincing John Baricevic (the
Chairman of the St. Clair County Board) to appoint Cueto as State’s Attorney of St. Clair
County. (See Belleville News-Democrat, May 15, 1997.) Congressman Costello has
acknowledged that he met with State’s Attorney Haida and that they discussed the possibility of
Haida becoming a judge, but Congressman Costello denies there was any discussion about Cueto
succeeding Haida as State’s Attorney. Moreover, Mr. Baricevic has confirmed that in his
discussions with Haida, Haida said nothing about Congressman Costello asking Haida to assist in
getting Cueto picked as State’s Attorney. (See Belleville News-Democrat, June 5, 1997.)

Third, an allegation was made that Congressman Costello supported legislation in
Congress designed to recognize the Pokagon band of the Potowatami Indians at a time when
Congressman Costello allegedly had a “secret” interest in a business which would then run a
land-based gambling casino on Indian property in Southern Illinois. (See, for example, Belleville
News-Democrat, April 30, 1997.) Congressman Costello acknowledges that he voted for the
legislation, but he denies that he had any interest in the gambling venture.

IIl. Services Rendered By Our Law Firm

In our capacity as counsel to Congressman Costello and his committee, we have
carefully investigated each of the allegations discussed above, and we have advised the
Congressman with regard to his dealings with the media, the United States Attorney’s Office,
and Mr. Cueto’s defense counsel. Specifically, we have rendered the following legal services to
Mr. Costello:
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1. We reviewed and monitored the allegations made against Congressman
Costello in the Cueto case and reported in the media.

2. We conferred with Congressman Costello on numerous occasions with
regard to the attacks made against him in the media and the testimony in the Cueto proceeding.

3. We investigated the factual allegations set forth above, interviewed
witnesses, conferred with counsel for various individuals, and reviewed documents in order to
work with the Congressman to respond to the allegations. .

4. We counseled Congressman Costello with regard to his response to media
attacks relating to each of the allegations.

5. We participated in the preparation and revision of press statements.

6. We conducted iegal research with regard to the appropriateness of
Congressman Costello testifying about the Indian recognition bill and specifically reviewed
speech and debate privilege issues.

7. We represented Congressman Costello when he voluntarily appeared as a
witness before the grand jury in April 1996, and we interacted with the United States Attorney’s
Office on his behalf both in anticipation of the grand jury appearance and in conjunction with the
possibility that he might testify at trial. -

8. We reviewed the provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, applicable federal regulations, and the advisory opinions of the Federal Election
Commission with regard to the appropriateness of the Congressman’s campaign committee
reimbursing our firm for legal expenses incurred in this matter.

We believe that our legal services would not have been required but for the
Congressman'’s status as an elected official and the fact that he ran for reelection in 1996 and
intends to run again in 1998. Specifically, the allegations relating to the Indian recognition act
and the Haida meeting involved Congressman Costello’s role as an elected public official, and
certain of the allegations were likely to, and indeed did, generate press coverage which impacted
on his campaign in 1996, and they may impact on his campaign in 1998. (See, for example,
Belleville News-Democrat, May 18, 1997; Chicago Sun-Times, May 19, 1997.)
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Pursuant to our recent telephone conversation, we hope the FEC will be able to
respond to our request by the end of July. In this regard, if you have any questions, or desire any
additional materials, please feel free to call me or my partner, Tony Valukas.

Sincerely,

Gbore

D. £olman

JDC706BS.LET
Enc.

cc: Anton R. Valukas
Hon. Jerry Costello
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STLOUIS Pl'g

Court Documents Buil .
 Costello Link To Cueto

£y Charies Bosworth Jr.
Ctwe Post-Drspaicn Stont

New documents filed in the federal case against lawyer

Amicl Cueto of Belleviie add ¢vidence that U.S. Rep.
Jerry Costello is the mystenous person the indictment
called Cucto’s “"undisciosed business partner.”

But the motwns filed latc Tuesday by Cueto's attor-
ncvs contradicred the indic:ment's c'amm that the mystery
man tried to get olfivials ¢ St. Claie County 10 appomt
Cueto as. suale’s attorney.

The Post-Dispatch reported last month that sources
co%e to the case sad Costello. D-Ballevile.vnlhe
person referred 10 in the indictment as Cueto's *
cmdbwnmumﬂnmthu:pﬁkdﬁml

The indictment did not aliege any illegal activiiies by
the urudentified partrer. But it said he olfcred to use his
pihbucal miluence 10 yet State’'s Attorney Bob Haida
a2pomted judge f Covaty Baard Chairman John Baricevic
would agree to ap-

court and prosecutors have said the mvestgation s
contnung. Baricevic was wtate’s attarney jor 10 vears
and appointed Haida to succeed him after being eh:cled
chairman in 1990. Costello. had peen the charman heforc
Bancevic.

When ininrmed of the affidavit Wednesday. Costello
issucd 3 written statemcal smular to what he <anl laat
month. He eqan demed that he had any busness rel:zuon.

e epenge e g LR |

. uns - vegs

ship with Cueto mnce seiling an interest m a convenence

_store he and Cueto owned mn August 1992.

But he repeated that be enuld not discuss specifies of

.ihe case because it was befure the eourts. He sad he

lsoked forward to providing details at the appropnile

time.
“No one.” be waid. “has suggested 1 have done any- :

thing improper or illegal.”

Cueto, 47. 2 prominent aind .wealthy attorney © the :

Metro East ares, was indicted m July on chargesof t-ving .

point Cueto as
siate 3 sttorney.

tolhenmhlmgm

to block the federal .
maunmn thtled |

That verson- was convic-
d sputed, however, 66 R tions h‘s’z yerr sgt
b an affidawnit signed Thomas Venema,
0 Banceve m April NO one has suggested | o Belevile. Nimed
and fued by Cueto's have done at;ytlnlnls - :u;ne new ehartes
lawyers Tuesday = H or il Cuetn were Ve-
U.S. Dsmet Count mpreper legal. nezis, who is serving
ir Benton. It was JERRY COSTELLO, U.S a 15-ycar sentence. ;)
among 25 motwons or Representauve and Robert C
memos dis- maaik, %, ap .
missal of the investigator wh',
charges. mostly on merly was palice
sliegauions of mis- chief in Washmgton
canduct by Park.

——
prosecutors.

The affidavit and Harda told Bancevic that Costello
came 10 lum m the spring ¢! ll’lﬁnhnubemumic
Party leaders’ concerns 3 -
campagn fight detween Halﬁ and Cueto 8!
attorney. Cueto, a lifelong (nend of Comello's, had. an-
ncunced lhathemmﬂmnamt Haida. also 3
Demacrat. Cueto later changed hus amnd

The affidavit quoted Hada as saving Costelio asked
aumremmmm.mmmhmam.
I so. the affidavit saxd, “"Congressman Costelio would u
supporuve of Hada's deure to become a pudge.”
aad, however, he did not want to be 2 judge.

The affidavit quoted Haida as’ teling Bancevic tha
Costello never mentioned Cueto and never W

'-

. Hada a udgeship of he could convance Baricevic to ap-

point Cueto 39 state’s attarney.
““Haxda told me that be and

“lﬂdﬂaﬁlhlﬂuemumlmmmn
apaoint Amuel Custo 35 state's attarney.”

Bancevic's affidavt ssid he never discussed any such
plitn with Castello or Cueto. and there was not even a
vaancy for pdge at the time.

Prosecutors Obsessed

Hada and Bancevk smd Wednesday they could not
comment on the affidavat because the case was in federal

Besidcs the alleganons abaut trying (0 get Cueto ap-
mud stale’s attorncy.- the indictment also said the
“undinclosed business purtmer™ lndlohelpCum Ve.

then 3 public official,” the indictrent said.

Castello has dersed having any kind of relationshp with
Veneszia. whom he ssid he met-only once.

‘The metions filed Tuesday by Cueto’s atrorncys. Ron-
ald Jeniuns of Clayton and Edward Maag of Bellevilic,
nhedlmnummmmﬂmdymcmm
uimdmalhe"ummudm

« dniermag o E
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In the race for St. Clawr Comty state’s anomey
we endorse Robent Haida, the incumbent Demo-
ert, wer Republican William Sumes I1.

The most important qualification for this office
15 usegnty, and both Hasda and Swumes have
demonstrated they hawe it

Haida has shown when under
pressurc from the Democratic machine. When
power broker Ameel Cueto announced he wanted to
be state’s anomey and Jerry Coseello
endorsed hiun, Haida could have su aside and
been rewarded with 8 ji ip. Instead he stood
up to Cueto and Costellv and ran for re-clection.
Uhimately Cueto didn't run, and he was Ilater
ndicted on federal obsuction of justice chagges.

Stames has run as an outspoken critic of the
Democratic machine and judicial when
other anorneys were afranl 10 do 50. He says his law

* firm fired mm becausc he dared run agamst a

Democrat. Th.at tahes courage.

& WREHT S

DeSeRVE SoNR

o/76 Re-elect Haida

The other important qualifications are expen-
ence and results, or the likelihood of results. In
thesc areas, Haida is by far the better qualified.

Haida has been a in the state and
federal counts for 12 years: Starmes has no
prosecutorial experience. Haidas office had a
crizinal conviction rate of 88 percent in 1993, and
for fowr years in 2 row has had the highent
conviction rate of the major counties in the state.
His staff carcfully screens cases before charges arc
filed to make sure his office's lisruted resources are’

"devoted 10 cases that can be won. That's drawn him

some criticism, including from us on several caxcs
we thought should have been proscouted. However,
the positive effect is thas criminals know that if
case is prosecuted. conviction is hkely. Haida
points o a case just last week in which a defendant
zdedwllybfm-qlumrderwnmﬂq
ind of dell That's a tbute w his office

Other countywide races

in e race 1or St. Clair County coroner. Repub-
hica.i vadllenger John Recd of O'Fallon gets owr
enJorseiment.

Reed a retired icacher, said he decided to run
bec suse he s ted up with corruption 1n the county.
Reed promusc; 0 bnng miegrity to the office and
has been recrunng experts and police deparunents
0 assist him He aiso has had the political savvy to
lukandpnr.lheeudommomeﬂyome
George Ryan

Perhaps -t tmporaantly, Reed wunbhelhe
coroner. jr.ambent Rick Stone has made it abun-
dantly cicar *hat he doesn't, and that the job he real-
ly want: 18 shenff. St Clair County deserves a
coronc wh. 1s focusing on his own job, not on
some: ..c elie’s

b-4-4-1

In 1. suditor's race. we endorsc James R.
Meye: f New Athens. Meyer is the principal
Ellis School and has been the treasurer of
Harn.ony-Emge Sche~] District for 27 years.
bay o aealth of rdeas for making the office
eflicient. Among them: He wants to
count s ~uicpendent audit out for bid and
that we Jid reduce the costs dramatscally. He would

3 5

5&5

push to consolidare the county’s 80 funds into a
more managesble number. and ensure that audit
reports are completed an schedule (he says they
often or five or six months late). He also wams 3
more aggressive investmeat program so the Gaxpay-
ers could get 8 better renum on their monsy.

Incumbent John Driscoll, who has held the
office 16 years, secms content with maintaining the
status quo. Meyer, or. the other hand, intends to ge
before the county board and push for change. Thatt
8 quality St. Clair Countv needs in its audsar,

R-2-4 -4

In the race for nicorder of deeds, we recomumenx
Republican William T. Jacks St over ncumben
Michael Costallo. 1t's no secret that the recorder'
office operaics on autopilot now because Costell
is seldom there. The Democratic Party ought to b
embarrassed to back a no-thow for re-clection.

Jacks is a computer consultant and has a back
ground in records management and design an
automation — experience that is well-suited to thi
oﬁ'm.%thhkhi:cpmhewﬂdheblhzm
ty computerize records and improve cfficienc)
And wouldn't it be great to have a recorder of deed
who actually carns his pavcheck?




VOTERS TRUST REPURLICANS

" TO DEAL WITH TOUGH ISSUES -

NP

ublye

i
e

WANT BRLANCE
Voeers pve Republicans high marks
mdh&wmnmm
mum-&:m‘uﬁnu‘—un

Republicans also reformed the misguided and
often abused welfare sysusm. They put in lsws which will
mow: recipeoes from weifare rolls to prwvate peyrolls.
Teen muthery were requared o live st home and fnish
school. At the same tirme, the Republicans significantly
incrensed child care programe to help unwed mothers get
heip mth ther children while carng » dagree, or
acquinmy marketabls skills 1o they can support themscives
and their childreo~-again. nCTCanng tres.

Quhwﬁmlﬁniulhh-mﬁeuw-_ .
accomplishment of the Republicans m which the focus of
mmnu--uhv.-lphalhm
consent.

mun.-duc-mua-us-ouuu
Nonficssmn lsw which lets you koow when a sex offender
has mowed (nw your acighborhood.

The Republicans da the S¢. Clair County Board voted
unanumowsly sgsinst 8 big pey raise for politicians while
the Dernncrass voued it ;. The St. Clale Coumy
Repubbean Panty endorsed cape oo propevty tams. OOP
Board Members have stood up against political and
puidnlm They fought wasicful spending,
ipcluding the Democrany’ sward of & awltmillion doller
coatrace at Mid-America Alrport to an ous-of-emee
DonUUON compeny, H-nl.mwlkwdhul
Amaritech--nth union emplovess—wm » millipn dollars
Icss than Harvis’ bid. Just thus post week the Democrats
wmﬂ.uahgmmw-hﬂlhn
was » much lower bid

Mmmmwm-nuuqu
neighborhoods sxfc and stable. Thev are fighting for more
fiscal accountability.

‘The local Repubbeans also oppose the contivued
fundang of the East St. Lowss Board of Election.

‘The Local Republican Canddates are a0t careey
adlun-.mhﬂ.hv-emmml.md
dedicated mambers of the comymanty. They have

Mﬁdw'ua-m't.m
alisrnasive 1o the presest smgnant, scandal-riddes
Drinocrat machune.

nmocxmmeummcmu :
COERUPTION AND
LIBERAL AGENDK

Voters in St. Clair County have kost confiderce

- and pespect for the local Democratse Candidures,
Fedenal A

Prosecutuss close in on the massive Venezia
Crime Syndicate, some of the most influcatial membes
dhl—lbu-umhanhqm Thre
was evidenee at the firet Vencsia wrial thet Venesia o -
-—llvh-hdw&.disc-nnmwh-—ll
essrprise by Jerry Costello a0d Amicl Custn. The ;
evidence of Gange .l\'lu bragpng
ter Venesis, that be
uﬂdl!dml?jm
The Dunocran, who control local law
eaforcement, are losing the war oo erieme. Accordiagio
the official matistics of the State Police sad the Uine
Criminal Justice Information Authority, vinlest crign in
:@?.whh‘&imh:hm;h
yaee of prosecution of crisncs in this Counsy is
half of what it used to be.
Voters are upaet thae the Democrats on the
County Board made surc thae the citisens of St. Ot
Mm&ﬁmmlmuam

Vorers also feel betraved by the local Denocrat
officcholders who received special tax seatment w their
m:—avﬂkﬁqundilcqnpqh

¢ho sverage citisens have to pay. An
dholﬁmﬁlhmm&
uncovered conclusive evidence that Democrat
officeholders were paying far Lo in taxes than ter
neighbors who had comparsbie bomes. Jobn Buri
bragzed ot & meeting in Mascoutb that his
e hoven't gonc wp in 16 vears! That bas aotbs. -
m@mdhmdhmh&dﬁ

. Voters are growing increasingly abemel by the
fact that the loca) Demwcrat officsholden bavespent .
searly $330 millios of taxpevers’ money oo Mil-Amertn
M—bhlhmmwm-e—&lw:_
cargo carvicr to agree 0 lacd ot the sirport. They bewe
Jeft managerneat of the sirpert in the haads of the
Public Cousmission

Democrat Party hacks who have mo experience is b
runaing an airport. hunﬁdwlunﬂ:m*-:

will aczually land at that sispors, the a7e wing”
r—’:l‘ ‘l'hm'pﬁnh-n-h-pqul

of the Republicans, who wane to bring in professions to
TuD our airport and attract passenger sivlines and alr
freight carviere an uee it

Voters are offended and embarressed thas &
Demoeyass have allowed St. Clair County 50 becosarthe
slease and vice exputal of the Midwest. Under thair’

opealy. M-l-nlhlqmbﬁ--deb-
swuy leghtimmee basiness-

aié Paliad Adiuntwmun Pured st Puls 0 By e . G Coumy GpudGum Conwed Conmdume
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‘Venezia Hm_wm Of Three-Way nmm_so _u@m_

By Chartes Bosworth Jv. Vencus hrushed two days of testifying fos prose-
...ﬁ.u.w.._.... - Testifies That Costello, Cueto Joined Partnership culsuner s e apsemen aa."...__.u..a ol &
ry slello, eville, held sn n.ﬂ:-.!s. by Cueto’s awyers today.
equal, one-third interest with Amiel Cuelo and ™! to be divided. repealedly demed having any busioess relstionsbip On Wednesday. Venens idepiificd s letter 10 |
Thomss Venesis In riverfromt land where they *“Three-way split, between Uree parties,” Vene-  with Cueto since August 1992, whenCueto bought  Costella that Veneaia aaid laid oul Lhe-owne: ship of
planned 1o gut a nverbost casino in 1993, Venesia 58 wid- . Costelio’s interest in a convenience siore they the land by the thiee men The latter, projecied
testified Wedaesday in Cueto’s federal trial. “Who were ihese three parlics” Miquelos owned together in Granite City. briefly on a scveen in ibe coustroom, was dated
Venesia, an imprisoned gambling sacketeer, old  dsked. CosteBu also has densed having any business or  Dec. 30. 1993, and was wniten on letteshead from
jurors that Cueto said Costello, his boyhood friend. *“He — Amiel Cueto — myself and Jervy Costed-  personal relationship wilh Venesia, whom Costella  Cueto’s law hrm. It was sddresacd 1o Costello al his
would be a pactaer i the casino “d he éida’Latay in  1o.” Venesis answered. 52! he had et only once. congressionsl oflice 3l 327 West Main Street, Del-

Congresa, or something 10 that effect.” A spokesinan lor Costello ssid Wednesday that  Castellu was on the list of 92 polential witnesses  leville. The heading of the letles said & concerned
Assistani U.S. Attomey Miriam Miguelon sshed  Castello would nol conument directly on Vemera's  read ta jrocs last weed, but wis undetermined i he the propesty on Front Street in Esst St Lows. .
how the propesty on the m-s St. Louis riverfron!  testimony. Bul Lhe aide noled that Cosiello ban  will be calied to tealily Sec TRIAL, Page 10 Costello
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. Eméhien, who slso mzy be witneas amﬁbil&hla'diﬁlm,f ‘
» ‘trial, had so.comment qffidal shaking down Venesis for 2 * /I8
y ) R - briby. A A .
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Soncricy, testmany G&d 80t 30 ; Robinech disciosad the federal in-
@riiiho sow.owna the land. -,::.-. vestigation-after"Cueto gor him.on"".
thepurers in openiag -  (he witniass stand in 3 woprise bear- -
amenta-iast week thit the detter . ing in St: Chair County.in 1992 Aso-
orQiiliContelowas ¢ ¢ - i refued .
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Costello baggage:
Old links to Cueto

By Michael Pearson 3J-p|'lmumhefhﬁd-
AsSO0EIed Press : erul case is based.

EAST ST. LOUIS — Bafore Jer- _thwart a fedenal investigation into a

({EAHILRE '
§
i
|

N Conlie, D Bewvile, finds o1 STOSade" agains: oy
e e S ey

is on n She naid Costzllo, acting at Cue-
M"fm”'m 10 behest, tried 10 persusde State'’s

lehmumuq- : j
thing to do with Cueto since rumors .mmwﬂ::r“m‘

“;-:nmnytq'lr::v?m  against agent Bands Robinsan of the

Cueto® plan 1 get himself appoint-  VROSTCOVT 1 bust the ring.

o St. ciucegym\m m“x prosceutors say, rejected
e M o ot
They say he aiso stood to gam from Meetng with Haida, but Cueto
a failed plan 10 sne s land-based l8Wyet end County Board Chairman
Indian caswo in Southern lllinoys, . JOhD Baricevic said it was innocu-

Coszzlio wes iatrumental in gain- S

wng congresnional recognition foran  Chief Circuit Judge Stephen Ker-
Indian wmibe that prosecutors say P8 bas also ssid be believes Costel-
would have been used 10 create the 10 Sought Keman's resignanon in

castno.
Prosecutors call Costello g “silent  Sireuit judge, could be promoted.
permer™ i the deal and sy Cumo _ Kemnan said he was told
had staked outa share of the  Costello, backed by Custo’s money,
z would have ensured sn eloction loss
Innmm-fmumhrly for the judge if he didn't agree to
worded sutements issued gince Cye-  STEp aside.
toy woubles began, Cosello has  Comello has denied the allegarion.
demied everything. Comsllo has oot Costallo is samed on the prosecs-
been accused of any crimes. ticns wimess list, and Miquelon
Accussuons uvolving him come  said it was possible that he would be
mainly from two sources: the feder- talled to tettify. And she says that
2l indicament against Cucto and Tom  testenamy is likely to hurt the cause
Venena + Cueto'’s onctime friend,  of his lifelong friend, Amiel Custo.
chent and business parmer — and Whether it will belp Costello's
the comvicied macketeer on whose  cause is anyons's guess.
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Just a commdence’?

U.S. Rep. .lmylelouy:nhaeom
that he was trymng to advance nverboat gambling 1
East St. Lous at the same tune his friend and busi-
oess partner Anuel Cueto msy have been trying ©
gammmloﬂhnvuﬁut

Amnmmyqu!mmof
justee trial, Cueto was a et in a company that
almost gained exclusive development control of the
East St. Louis siverfront in early 1992, before nver-

-:5,:
i
]
f
%

judge.

«In 1988, the son of the law U.S. Rep. Mel Price
s1id Costello and Cueto tried to foree his father out
of office to clear the way for Costello.

Tha history proves nothing about the rivesfront
dealings. But it belps explsin why people wonder
whether the timing was more than a comcidence.
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Court files may shed Tight
on Costello’s ties to casino

By George Pawlaczyk
Gotoviie News-Democre!

EAST ST. LOUIS — Court papers filed last week in
attorney Amiel Cueto's gbstruction-of-justice trial might
revesl part of the \wwuus Rep.
Jerry Costello to an Indian casino

wﬁuuamehlﬂuwum

Tom LeChuen, asked for “any and

Prosecutors have said that in 1994, Cueto directed that
s company, DeKalb Crab Orchard Inc. (DKCO). be
forraed to handle the Indian casino venture.

In an eatlier — daved May 16, 1995 ~

all documents that refer or relate to the file desipnated: the federa) legisiation izing an wride
9-L-Costcllo leg., for the period Jan. |, 199), to the pre-  that the company was partially financed with money
sear™ . from Venezia's illegal gambling business.
1t 13 not clear from tnal teshmony o date what this  Alsosoquested in the subpoenas 1o LeChien were files
. Tile mught hold, but former Belleville buninessman and .anA.G. Sporting 3 ino, En Futuro
convicted racketeer Thomas . Inc., LAY, MexArt, M<6 Inc.
Venenas has identified a lev- B6 Inc. and Mississippi Val-
ter m court from Cueto that ; .. fey Reclarusion Council
included the reference, *S- Asssnnt US. Attomey Miriam A spokszman for the Illineis
L—Coﬂll:'o leg™ s being uelon has said in court that © secremry of state euddnbﬁg
connected 10 an snempt © \mcorporation papers
3¢t up a gambiing casing on zK Ou;d:pmdedmwoseﬁm - Sporting and
an Indian reservaion. get the federal legislation recogniz-  EqFerurs, which both list
Vencza testified that in mganlnd:mmbemdhthm Cueto a5 president.
return for & share of the pmywaspamall financed with . Prosecnors also might use
: et:‘m. Costello used me: Venemsxllegalglm West Poine Bask fmaml
wfluence to get & O Mmgm .
mchngetst bhngbunmss vy Cruncleton, ckarman

officul government recog-

of West Pointe Bank, 5701 W.

nition of a ceran Indisn
mbe Venezia could not recall the tril =% name.

Costelio. a lifelong fnend of Cueto, has denied any

The Democrat fiom Bellevilie has said he

ended his busmess dealings with Cueto in Aupust 1992

when he sold Cmmsmol‘oﬁmtwm

Cueto 15 charged with the investigstion
and 1995 mal of\hmacnmiacmemmdlo

" lheit video machine

* land-based gambling casino by
. reservation and that mennoned

Venena, S3. llnmehmudmﬁohﬂu:mn He
pieaded guilty and agreed ' testify for the government.
Venenia has testified that Cueto semt him s lewer o
1993 that outitned & plan 10 establish the stares first
uouenn Induan

Main St. in Belleville, said last
-nkwdlefmw\mﬂunbtcom

handed over to prosecutors contained the names of Cue-
to sad Venena, but he would not comment on whether
any other Rame oF trust account was Listed as a partner or

’.. .
"EWMDKCO)hMWDM

mmummumm-»
cial rextment, Cruncieton said: “Absolutely not. It was
handlied like sary other account.”

Cruncieton would not answer questions concemning
how much money. .rm.ummnnxcmrm
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lars a year. Gav. Jnuarhlml

" mate's utilities) zre all-feeling pain

now” .
See UTILITY, Page S

Lawyer Says Cueto
 Drafted Partnership

Anial(‘.mdmamm
agreement m 1994 that would have

gen bis longume fnend, U.S. Rep..

Jmtmd\o.umnhpm
13 & coropany that was tryiag to
nverbost casino on the East Sc.
mumu

ville testified that Cueto had himn pre-
pare the final document fram Coeta's
draix. It was to be mgned by Cuete
and Costello, malang them egual
partners in & campany called Eafu-
taro, LeChien

afeer Jan. 1, 1995, but was based oo
“’a halateral contract ™ eatered into by

i memo-ms 1954.

Costello. D-Belleville, dewed any
knowiedge of the agreement Monday

and renerated lay earber statements

-t
-

{| Pact Wlth Costello
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THE (OMRDY TEAM oF
ANGQL GSTELLO iN.e,

respond o allegations relsted o Amiel Custos
obstruction of justce tal but cannot because be
does not want to influence the thal-in any way.

**The most difficult part of my day is getting up

in the mornng and. 3 lot o say and not

being sbie to say it™ Costello said this week.

Conello is under no legal obligation to keep
quiet: he is free to say whatever he chooses. And, in
face, be has done so selectively. -

* Last year, after reporss that Costello was
undisciosed ‘Sosiness partner and public official

mennoned in the Cueto indicunent, Costello 1ssued  ship,

a press release denying he was the parmer. He has
said repeatedly that he cut all business i
with Cueto in August 1992 when he sold s shere
of a convenience store. :

* After St Clair County State's Attorney Robert
Haida testified that Costelio promised hum s judge-
ship in exchange for belping Cueto become statey
anorney, Costello issued a statement saying that he
disagreed with Haida's testimony.

* Regarding prosecutors’ allegations thst be
pushed iegislation to recognize an Indian wibe
help 3 pambling deal in which he was a partner, -
Comnello issuad this statement “] have never writ-
ten, sponsored, co-sponsored or testified in favor of
any legisiation before Congress on Indian issues.”

* As recently as Tuesdsy, after testimony about -

ANZIRES |

- _
AT M AU, RETN




SLLOUIS POST-DL

Founded by JOSEPH PULITZER
December 12, 1878

JOSEPH FULITZIR, SDITOR AND PUBLISHER 19781911 . I
JOSTPR PULITEER, EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 19121955
JOSIPR PULITZER IR EDITOR AND PUBLISKER 19551986,

COLE C. CAMPRLLL. 20v7OR
RICRARD K. WERL JR.. MARAGING SorToe
CHRISTINE A BERTELSON. S0rTOR OF XX EINTORNL PAGE
ROSEMARY GOUDREAY, DOUTY SVTOR
1T. JOMNSON, OeruTY EDTOR

900 Marth Tusher Dunisvard £3101 « (310) 3408000

pes~ EDITORIALS

S/ 1o 'Mr. Costello, What About Cueto?

.-U.S. Rep. Jerry Costelio says he’s frustrated that
M can't respond to allegations being made about
hun at the federal conspiracy trial of his pal Amie]
Rieto. The peopie of the 12th Congressianal Dis-

tict are fustrated. t0o. They deserve to know the -

-gabmm Cmello'imolvunmmm

to

«-Mr. Costello and Mr. Cmmdlﬂdbod
and one-ime partners in 3 comvenience

stpre. M. Cueto — a Democratic power broker and,

lawyer who takes no prisoners ——

represented
‘Dam\!mdmgauenlmvmd

\enena's pightciub and vending machine business-
es. Vwmunmdm l”Scadlenlm-

1o the current wial. Mr. Cueto is accused of
conspiring 1o obstruct the investigation of Venesia..
Mr. Costelio’'s name has come up cften in:court.
Venezia testified that Mr. Cueto had spoken in 1993
about reserving for Mr. Costello a one-third interest
mmdmmmmmn
niverdboat casino. Veneria said Mr. Cueto told him
Mr. debwmham"i!bew'tmn
Congress;or sométinng to that effect.”

Veneszia's testimony was bearssy and pretty
vague. But it calls into questian Mr. Costello's claim
that be didn’t have a business relationship with Mr.
Cueto after 1992,

Venesia's testimony was partly corroborated this
week when a Belleville lawyer testified that' Mr.

Cueto had him prepare a partnership agreement in,

lmmm.&mbnm&lﬁphlhﬁm

" casino deals — the riverfront casino and another

. conspirscy. For eiample, St. Clsir County State’s

+- be fears federal prosecutors would consider a news

duced in court wasn't signed, and Mr. Costello says
be's pever seenit.

A Cueto parmner also testified that Mr. Cueto
described Mr. Costello as 2. “silent partner” in two

mmmunmmm
tors introduced a letter from former Rep. Bill Rich-
ardson thanking Mr. Costello for lining up vetes for
a bill recognising the Indian tribe — a requirement
to claim the land for the casino.

The trial has also revaaled that Mr. Costello is an
unindicted co-conspiratot. It's not clear what that
means. Presumably he didn't commit a crime and
didn't know about one. But Mr. Costello is going to
‘bave to explain actions that were part of the alleged

be would get Mr. Haida 2 judgeship if be would make
way for Ms. Cueto to be state’s sttorney. Prosecu-
tors allege Mr. Cueto wanted that post 90 he could
prosecute an ageat who was investigating Veneszia.

Mr. Costelio has issued a series of short denials.
Brian Lott. his press aide, says that Mr. Costello
won't give 2 more detailed comment, partly because

conference as part of the conspiracy. The prosecu-
tors are tough and conspiracy law can be abused, but
Mz. Costello's explanation seems a reach.
Perhaps Mr. Costello will end yp tellinghisside of '
the story on the witness stand. He is listed as a !
potential witness. Whether on the witness stand or ¢
at 3 press conference after the trisl, Mr. Costello

- has some explaining to do. And i the court of public i

Mmmdﬁﬂhuh

" — w



GOP moﬁvated
by Cueto’s trial

By David Rheingold

Stephen McGlynn, chairmen of

Gescvie Amws-Demoon the SL_Clair Cﬂmﬂulﬂl

BELLEVILLE — Whether “But from a
any polincal fallout from the.fed- - point, what we
ersl wul of his lifelong fivend RS reviously
Amuel Cueto, & wncertain, but BRI thought to be &
local Republicans sren't waiting. e poliuically safe

They see the publicity generat- '. seat is one that
«d by the tal a3 an apportunsty o N is now wvery
tnake szong mroads in the hesvily : winnable for
Democratic 12th Congressionat Republicens.”
Distict . he said.

“We haven't heard all the evi- . Costello, D-Belleville, has aot
dence and we baven's heard cvery-
body's side of the story” said See COSTELLOD/AA




viay 18, 1987

Believiile News-Democrat

Page 3, Section A

Costello

been charged with or accused of any
wrongdoing. But he has been identi-
fied as an unindicted co-conspirator

of Cueto's, and Cosiello’s aame has

come up often during the trial,

Cueto is sccused of obstructing
the fedenl ¢ and prote-
cution of his former business pan-
net. Thomas Venezia, who was con-
victed of ruanmg an illegal gam-
bhng nug in memwo-east taverns.

Prosecutors have said Costello
was a silent partner in 3 canno ven.
ture with Cueto and Venema and
heiped pass a hill m Congress that
could have led ¢o the first Indian
canno m Ninois.

Costello, who has won re-slection
handily mnee he first was elected to
Congress in 1988, has seen hus name
sullied during the tal, Mum
1ts seventh wesek

happens and the trial 13 over, it could
be early summer with congressional
hopefuls preparing to announce their
candidscies.

“1 dunk it's too ealy to say
whuether 1t's done any damage or Bt
because (voiers) haveny heard hus
side of the story” said Comelloy
spokesman. Bran Lon. Lonsaid be

expects Costello t0 seek another - ...

term even though Costelio has made
no announcement.

*“I tunk once voters have 8 chance
10 hear the congressman’s side of the
story and weigh Mis record of
accomplishments for the district,
they ‘Ul be able to make thewr choioe.”
Lon said.

Berween pnmary elecnons, filing
desdlines and campugn fund-ras-
ing. congressmen nust get ready to
run again not long afer bemng eloct-
ed to two=year terms.

Candidates for Costelloy sest will
have to file papers for office m
December. Most are npeelld
u:hu their candidacres this sum-

One candidate who already has
Jumped mnto the race 15 Chad Reed, &
Republican who teaches music 10
middie school students m Carbon-
dale. Like many of Costello’s chal-
lengers in previous yesvs, he hails
from the southern penphery of the
!2:& 2, i i ly by

., is swrting ear
sttiending political funcuons and
meeung with Republican Party lesd-
ers at home and m Washington, D.C.
A pohucal pewecomer, he lives i
Mutphysboro with his wife and their
2-yesr-old son.

Reed said he is campaigningona °

glnl’m of dnwing businesses to

e nsacs vy, He id

eral campaign finance laws. He sai

he doesn't plan to address Costellos
involvemnent in the Cueto trial.

“I'm not going to des) with it" he

niq._'lmwﬂg'y'mum-

positive campaign.”

While the Cueto trial has made
headlines in the metro-cast, resction
largely has been silent elsewhere 1n
Costellos district. which runs from
Granne City south to the Obio Riv-

e
“I'm not sure how many peopic
are aware of (the trial) aside from
political junkies,” said Chris Gris-
som. Republican chairman of Jack-
son County, which includes the Car-
bendaje-Murphysboro eress. “Down
here, it husn't gotren a Jot of pisy.”
Grissom, who regularly reads half
.mmuu.m
he is not familisr with the trialy
details. He doclined to comment on
Costsllo other than to say, 1 think

mdeﬁ-mlynmmﬂem(bv ’

wy," MSBMDIIWM

ecitonal sisnce on Costello's role in
the Cueto trisl and has aot recerved

any letters. t0 the ecior on the sub-

jeet

But the paper plans o weigh in
once e misl bas finished, said opin-
ions page editor Joe Beck.

“WeYe taking a wait-and-see ati-
tude,” Beek said. *] foel it's an issue
that | should comment on &t some

but ... | simply dea know
what we can really add (aow) by edi-

. tonal commentary to whaty already

been reported.

Reed s not the first Repubhean
from outside the metro-east ta try to
unsast Cestello. Others included
Muke Starr, 8 professor at Southern
Illlm Univensity at Carboadale, in

In November, Comelio wounced
Hunter with nearly 72 percent of the
209.000 ballots cax. Huater did not
make an issue ous of Cosello's ties
to Custo, who wes indicted n
August He ren & largely invisible
campagn, spending enly $4.261.

..
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'anerymuhrdwnﬁu'
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GOP watches lawyer’s trial

for fallout on

ASaOCIATED PRANS

BELLEVILLE, lll.—Few people
are following the federal court trial
of attorney Amiel Cueto as closely
as the Republicans who might be
potential challengers of Rep. Jerry
Costello next year.

It is still uncertain whether the
Belleville Democrat will suffer any
political fallout from the federal
trial of his lifelong friend, Cueto,
but local Republicans aren't wait-
ing. They see the public-

the heavily Democrstic
12th Congressional Dis-
trict. )

“We baven't heard all
the evidence and we
haven't. heard every-
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congressional ' hopefuls
preparing to announce
their candidacies. :

*1 think it's 100 early”
to say whether it's done

body's side of the story,” any damage or not be-
said Stephen McGlynn, cause [voters] haven't
chairman of the St. Clair Dom ot sate?- beard his eide of the sto-
County Republican Par- o ry,” said Costello's
ty. “But from a political stand- spokesman, Brian Lott.

point, what we previoualy thought But Lott said he expects Costelin
to be a politically safe ssat is one 0 ssek another term even though
that ia now vary winoable for Re- be has made no announcesnent.
publicana.” Candidates for Costello’s se=t will

Costelio has oot been charged
with or accused of any wrongdoing,
but he bas been identified as an
unindicted co-conspirator of Cue-
$0's. Cueto is sccused of obatruct-
ing the federal investigation and

prosscuticn of his former business -
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-_i Trial

: .Continued from 1A

silent parmer in the failed venture.
Costello has said he has not had a
business relationship with Cueto
since October 1992, when he sold
his share of a Granite City conve-
nience store they co-owned.
Progsecutor Miriam Miqueclon
dlleged that the sale occurred in
j August 1992 on the day Cueto first
jmetl with St. Clair County State's
i Aunomey Bob Heids in an attempt to
. discredit a swte liquor agent work-
.lng undercover in a federal investi-
| gation of Thomas Venezis, Cueto's
1 business partnzr.
! Haida has testified that Costello
" offered him a judgeship in Apnl
1995 if Haida eould persuade Coun
ty Board Chairman John Bmm:e
1o appoint Cueto state's attorney. -
. Prosecutors claim Cueto had
i hoped to . prosecute the agemt
| because Haida had refused. Cueto
| contends the agent was corrupt and
1 tried 1o solicit bribes from Venexzia,
| who was indicted in March 1995.
. Costello has said he disagreed
* with Haida's testimony about their
meeting, but would not claborate.
He told reporters last month that he
* 15 anxious to tell his side of the sto-

ry. .
. -Baricevic said he also will break
* his silence conceming the case as
soon as a verdiet is reached. He will
comment sooner than that if the
judge decides to sequester jurors
during deliberation, he said.
“If the jury is sequestered, I can
talk to you after the jury goes into
the box,” he said Wednesday.
Prosecutors have accused Barice-

| vic of signing a false affidavit to
~ match the testmony of a witness

who testified before the grand jury
investigating Cueto. Cucto, who

. filed the affidavit along with 2

motion in his case, contends that the
grand jury witness is Costello and
that Costello’s attorney prepared
Baricevic’s affidavit,

In the affidavit, Baricevic said
Costello and Haida met about a
judgeship but Haida only assumed
he would have w0 armange for Cueto
to take over as state’s atcorney.
Baricevic stated that a federal prosc-
cutor turned him away from sestify-
ing before the grand jury April 8.
Costello testified Apnl 15, accord-
ing to court documents.

Haida has called the affidavit “a
characterization by someane elsc of
what happened.”

Cueto is charged with one count
of iracy to defraud the United
States, five counts of obstruction of
justice and one count of conspiracy
to obstruct justice.

Each count of oumuan of jus-
tice carries a maximum penalty of

- 10 years in prison and a $250,000

fine. Each count carries
a maximum penalty of five-years in
prison and a $250,000 fine.

If Cueto is éonvicted, the judge
woutld et his sentence socording to
the federal semtencing guidelines,
which factor in such things as the
seriousness of the crime, the defen:
dant’s criminal history or lack of a
criminal history, and whether the
defendant accepts responsibitity for
his crimes.

Obstruction of justice cases are
rare in the Southem Distict of Illi-
nois and usually involve drug cases
in which a witness has been threat-
ened, said Assistant US, Amey
Joel Merkel, spokesman for the
office.

‘They'r:notueommualot
of things like drug cases or bank
embezzlement or bank robbery,” he
said. “I'd think that over the last five
or 10 years, we have had relatively a
handful of those as compared 10 oth-
er criminal conduct."” .

Merke! said the office is success-
ful in its prosecution of such cases.

“However few there were, | don't
think anybody has ever been sequit-
t;:&wofmmulmmﬂl“
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To County Board Chasrman John Baricevic, the
conviciions of Am:el Cueto for obstruction of jus-
uce «nd conspiracy do not reflect pocrly on the
lacal political system.

Indeed, he said they mark “a good day for St.
Cizir Counn™ because only one elected official
nas been comvicted of corruption.

Thars aoout hke saving it was a good day for
Sodom and Gomortah when the earthquake fmally

«  atnppec

It was a good day for only one reason = it may
put aa end to poiincal corrupuon wsngated by Cue-
i¢ Bur examples of alleged political corrupnon
:voiving public officials reroain, such as:

» St Clarr County Associate Judge James Pad-
ciffe presidiag over the sham hearing at wiuch
Cueto forced state Liquor control investigator

Raobinson to reveal he was working with the
FBI on an undercover investigation or Tom
Veneza's gambling enterpnse. Radcliffe issued an
mjuncuon agawst Robinson. A federal ?pnls
court later called the heanng 3 “parody of legal
procedure ™ :

« Jesumony :n the case that Cueto conmolied
judges 1in St Cilair County. Tom Venezias son
Miian testifiec that lus father 0l¢ him Cuewn
“owned” 1§ of 17 county judges.

* Tesumony that US Rep. Jerry Costello was a

The rose-colored view

silent parmer in a land-based Indian casino deal for
which Costello lobbied in Washington. He helped
pass a bill recognizing an Indian tribe, giving it the
right to sponsor a casino, Costello maintains he has
had no business relanonship with Cueto since
1992.

+ Testimony that Costello jowmmed 1n Cueto’s
arempt to push Sute’s Anomey Bob Haida into 2
Judgeship so Cueto could take over as state's artor-
ney and, prosecutors said, prosecute Bonds Robin-
son to block his investigation Haida testified that
Costello offered him the judgeship if he could
arrange for Cueto to replace him Haida refused. -

* The actions of the one elected official convicr-
ed in the case, former Washington Park Mavor
Sylvester Jackson, who devoted city government to
protecting Venezia's topless clubs and gambling
operations and issued deputy marshal badges to
Venezii employees $0 they could carry guns.

* The actions of Cuero himself, who for vears has
been an acknowledged leader and fund-raiser m the
local Democratic Party, which holds most of the
srea’s county and state legislarive offices.

« The suggestions by US. Auomey Charles
Grace that the investigstion is continving and that
more indictments may be handed down.

Does all of that sound like a good dsy for St.
Clair County? If so, please spare us any bad ones.” -
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Cueto Conviction Hmmﬁwm Others Dangling

By Charfes Besworth Jv. A spokesman lor the inquiry board,
01 e Pout-Dlagsteh St et yminynas ~amest.  which overnees judiial unduct,
E"d—;!-n“-ﬂ-“ﬂa.m-.! M.—..t-ﬂfﬂ!im:&- Rd-

orpedoed by a federul con- cn-conspirator™ and “'silemt partnes™ ° dliffe had no comment

viction last week, some of s.!ﬁ-ulc_gsk-r.os. Daley testified for prosecutors
thase who have been linked to him tello has not been charged withany  that Cucto and Venena had Daley
over the years are still in Efeboats wrongdoing, and he and Cuctohave  delcad scveral people charged with
(-M".Eeﬁ "aﬂ“a- ._-.l.u denied Miquelon®s allegations abnel  gambling in connection with Vene-

2 a

the congressman. tia’s operation. Daley said he never
Ata cews conference Satordsy,  (alked 00 some of those peogle, eves
Castello s2id nane of s activities when he filed guilty pleas in some of

the nine-week tribd were: even any different from what he X i Cueto

® US. Rep. gﬂn—? D-Be)- wodd have done for any othet con zhﬂrh.‘.fﬂ.““.—-_n -?.—-.“__
leville, Cueto's fricnd and stitoent. He said he never hadany oy 4y 10 get Robinson to court. Duley
formet busincss partner. intercst o bovolvement i shody  oasg b Locm it war o bt gould

8 Associate Judge James Radcliffe lp.  deals with Vencria andtdmiged T R 0 TN
of St. Chair Caunty. /' Coctotostayaway frombim. . Under et Cec.

@ Lawyes Thomas Dalcy of Belle- E-..w&n!.n:!s-r!!ﬂ Crons exsmination by
ville, 8 former judge and former asso- ofien because of an injanctionbe 10" lawyes, Dakcy agreed that Miq:
ciate in Coeta’s aw firm. "o HLQ!EO—B”‘!B: 1992. .gzgtﬂ-gr N

l-btrn__.ic?!!.-_ae_ Cuctouscd o phony court osdes i W33 & polcntial tasget when he testi
Soeingficld, IN.. formes city attosney lure state hquor agent flonds Robin  fird before 2 grandjury But Daley
for Bellevillc and now the chief coun- - Dan :-:_.i.o-. Dispaich 50n 10 (he courthouse in Bellville, 82id he had o deal with prosecutors
sel for the Nlinois Depastnent of Nat-  pggigtant U.8. Attarney Mirfam Miquelan, chie! courtroom pros-  take hum before Radcliflc and fusce i exchange for his testimany.
wal Resources. ecutor in the trisl of Amiel Cueto, was skeiched taking -notes Rubinson tu deacksse that he was Ialey had a0 «vnuncut Fnday.

. zﬁ.ﬁila&nﬁn during Cueto’d testimony on Mey 30. Her statement fo the judge ™oskinguodércover with the ¥Blt0 . . .. _ . . _ .
Cueto's indcodelendant.  ghat the case was an ongolng criminal investigation has height-  investigate Veneria Signed Atfidavit

g2l investigatos 1 ened speculation that associstes and iriends of Cueto may aisa  Radrlfferclincd todet Robnwn - - = = - e et -
chiel in Washington Park. Romanik be under investigetion. get 3 lanyer and agdired hom to an- Maontatve told the pigeer that he
plraded guilty of nbatrurting jatice swee Coelo's questons Radeblle o0 208 W RO et
andfaces 12t IRmonthasinprism aud tus offi ¢ i rim d 10 pursue Curto, Veneua and Rouwnik were — then signed an imjuniction writien by “__n-”_ n.... vt thal was pre
when he i sentenced next month. evidenre of mis andbict by anyone mdwted last Augusl in the sccund Cueta that psnhibeicd Robinson hom ~ £*** et 100 -:..!d ingrt

Cucto, 48, of Bicllevific, conkl facc  qvanc* ted to the actoms by Cuelo e cave. Venesa pleaded guilly of con “unkiwfully”* interlenne in Venena's Iudge ¢ renmvesd lrom Veneria's
sbout five yeas inprison whenbeis s fogmer client, convicted gambling  ypiracy and agreesd o beelify agaest  Dumnens eaw bidme .-F.. tial. Mumtalvo s;d
seateired in Septembes on cunvic- bosy Thonusz Venezia, Cuetom e whange s the possibabity IS, Instosct Judee Withaen 1. he ded not read it and chd vd sealize 4
tiuns bor conspiracy and obsteucting Cucto was o taivi ted o nechestear of 2 semtence edurten. Stirh) dieguved Rok-Mle's ords e *omtamed Do siaterpents Jle udd
jastice. Mo akso faces the almost cer-  ing 2 currupt, pensistet and wide Cuetn went tothe U S 2eh Cirewnt was sngropes for Cueto (o fle the
tain saspensiva of his law Sense. wanging effort tu grotect Venena and Co . _-.... ' Comnt of Appeab. in Cha g That athdavat, and that Miustaive weald

0.S. Attorney W. Charles Grace the nullons of doltars i koans and Coslelio’s 1w e Uncertain cwurl uphe$l Stchl's rulng, calid md have sugied o of lue had known
and his lup gun on the case, Assistant  business venlures they lad together Rab 1le"s hearug “a parady of g what Cueto had winten
L1.5. Attmury Miriam Miqueton, Venezia was convicied of gainbling A1 thr tap ol the ist of those pulted 40 o seferred Radk biffe to the Muntahvo sanl Fraday tint e had
made 3 pinl Lt woek of saying the  aod racketeering in 1995 and s xerv:  staCueto's cave s Contedlo, whom i Juchn el Yy Yoared for no agreenient with praaecators for
inventigation remains apen. Grace g 15 years Miquelcn called Cuicter's “unwderted — evwew is teNunemy

\ —_ -
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Costello

“' fike to think that, if

Mr. Custo had taken my
advice, he wouldn't be
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Mr. Costello’s Bad Judgment

Rep. Jerry Costello’s explanation of his involve-
ment with Amiel Cueto is iate coming and doesn’t
entirely hang togethes.

For the past 10 months, Mr. Costello has said he
couldn’t expixn his actions until after Cueto’s tria)
on conspiracy and cbetruction of justice charpes.
Now that Cueto has been convicted and M. Comtello
has pven hus explanation, it's not entirely clesr why
he had 1o wail. Mr. Castello aays an sttomey ad-
vised lum mot- to mmhe ¥ statement
before sow and that he &idn't want to
prejudice thetzial_But Ms: Contello
nﬂﬁyhﬁuﬁ-ﬂbm

. but they are mare narve than one would
expect of 2 saasoned piliticsan.

Mr. Costello and Cueto were child-
bood fnends, political iﬁl snd coe-

Ounly 3 year later, Mmuul
tesumany, Cueto afferad M. Costelio s
one-tiurd mrerest m Misssmppi niver-
front land miended for a camno. On
Seturdsy. M. Comello acknowiedged
the offer and emd be had conmdered 1t
for 'a week or 50™ before rejectmg it.

[t dosen’t seem totally sboveboard to
announce with fanfare 1n 1992 that you
are breaiang off all business connections with &8 man
snd then to connder setting @p 3 acw bunness deal 3
yesr later.

Mr. Costello also said on Saturdsy that he had
vepaatedly warned Cueto thet be would get mto
u-ibm‘l'hﬁu‘lm.hm&n-

to's attempt to block a federal investigation of
Venesia's illegal gambling activities that resulted in

Ius conwnction for obstruction of justice last week.
Federal prosecutors showed that Cueto wanted to
become St. Clair County state’s attorney 8o that he
could prosecute federal authorities belore they
could prosecute Venena. A key event m tius effort,
prosecutors said, was Mr. Castello’s meeting with
m-nmwmw.lummx
Mr. Castallo oliered him a judgenhip if

Board Charman John Baricevic to ap-
pont Cueto as
llt Cnaeb-ds-utylhtllr

be'd have had the good sense not to
spproach Mr. Haids in what turned aut
bhamhhﬂp\’m

hwwnmm i

M. Costello strasses thst his status as an unin-

dicted co-conspirator does not mean that be acted
illegally or even knew about illegal actions. And that
is corvect. But, at the very least, Mr. Contello’s
actians show extremely poor jdgment.
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Haida lie?
a party elder trying to kecp the peace. Even the
most casual students of politics know that the way
mwuupwumnw-

ﬂrﬂpmm—aaﬁ-
couviction, for example — for a party to tum its
. ocu

back on an officeholder

‘Theze were 2o such cucumstances troubling Hai-
da in 1995. He bad his critics, as any state's atior-
ey will, but there was no overriding probiem that

all be had to do was support Haida.

Inssead, ho mes with Haids and discussod Haidas
becoming 8 or going into private practice.
MN&M“MMIW
ship to make way for Cueto. At the time, Cueto was
Iﬁ’mmuﬁlwbm Boods
Robizson, the smis liquor agent who helpad expose
et Gty e 1 b s’ Mz o e

bim to think be was offering a judgeship 10 make
way for Cueto. But the difference between the sto-
tics scems 00 big t0 be explamed as a ample mis-

understanding. .

WeYe oertainly glad of one thing — that Huda
remained state) atiorney despite his COOvVErsaton
with Costello. At least he is in the office to enforee
the law and not to use it to attack political enemies.

(Wednmduy: Was Costzlio a silent parmer with
Cueto and Venezia?)
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Was he : a partner’?

Just prcturo the scene. Mumdﬂlm
friend, Costsllo finds himself

- npulwmmwuhonmhu

Conllouy: be merely lisened © Montalvo,
nhduhpbuwﬂhlmhlm
followed standard -— aslong them
mau & copy of the bill s0 s saff could check it

. out. Eveznaally, be voted for i

wluumnmeunlnuudﬂaum—u

hea'podh-l site

qbwmm first land-based casind that

T S ——

A ity, which
umum-mmmm
oens. That should have given Costello a pretty good
m.lmc-mlﬂnnndﬁtel-d-—ud

_q
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Cueto ¢

Thursday, Apeil 10, 1997

Believills (i) News-Desmoerat

Prosecu‘tion

Page 8, Section A
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n trial

Amiel Cueto's East Side Review pub-
lished a “glossary of terms” on March 6,
1895, which calied a group of assistant
U.S. attorneys “Hitier Youth." it also list-.
ed: *Miss Piggy: Mirlam Miqueion, recent
arival in the Hitler Youth imported from
Cmcago because of her complete lack of
integrity and propensity to lie. even it the
truth would help.®

Stde Rewes
.RUMOR
R

Amig! Cueto 89reed. EnG M 108 Tom
venezia ™at it wis ak ROt 10 LUIe the
wnoney Ma! Custo. Vensia and omers
NG DOMOwSD » CONAECHON WYih g
nen G4SN0 el 10 DUy the e garm-
SuAQ MACHAGS.

n girgct denance of the grend jury and

£0UNUA0 10 CDAFES N GAMDING DUl
~ass &t Clud Exposec. ™

ofe ™o~ wore 00 v g0 Mo CGhud
Ezpotec get some of thoss Mmachnes
Ou’ * Q™1 Jway. WOD'Y Them 10 the Othe”
2008 MU TN8 AGw MECINES COUO DO
9'0e70a 840 08 'voNd.
Ang whg™ ThOSS ™aChSNE Came i,
they were “eoaced &t Ciud Exposec
The ev Or"CH O° DUTUNG 1N PIMFDING
Ot NESS BICT ™ DUS:AEYS IS DIt O° e
proc! ¢' he Corsomacy charged m Count
SRS INRE  AHOMOEC OOSUCUON
erargen = Soum & O the NBCT™OM,

-ge
28vs 870ther vl to Sutes Attomey
=3iC3 10 101 ™= MNAT e 1§ QONY 1O R
°2* e DOILCE C.Ce OF SUe'S NOMey
o' St Cis » County agemst Beb Mawaa.
Ang Custo = you wi hapr 1eSHMOnY

37¢ '""pLas T™hat weat
You wil "elr WELMONY thit &t this

12 1 ™IOUOAS AMACNG the QEINGS Aoy
Ang TO™ VOnana SN0 Others-3re inghet-
60 On "RCKMENNNg and OtRer VIR
cnarges ; Maren of 1995,
Vaat cam
for tnst Oetore Federsl Distet
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wes to ot Juage Stieh Gisquatifed from
™o casa.

VOnezis's iawyers were Wiing wm, N3
aetense lewyers were teling lum. that
Jutge Suen was & §ood and fakr udga:
Out Custo GionY want im, becauss of
0ther piang that Cueto had for the ease.

and overs.
And the pian changes apan. and Cus-
10 stans 10 protact A
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venazia.

AnA 3ay3 10 her, “You Sont have to el
the grand jury SDOWt th Daymene. And i
YOu ' 33ke0, 1's DrOASCING by the &1tor-

Drwiege.

Ot courze, Armigl Custo wasnt repre-
enting Sandra Nations as her ghomey
at ™ e Re gave her 1he Cath in the
YoM seat of hs o,

Amel Custo aiso promises Tom
Veneza 10 Doy for NS SDOSR) ON the rath-
ooermg corvoton. Ana f et feiled.
Amigl Custo asaured fum that he would
us0 M3 ‘pOINiCE) MHUSNCE O QIt A 3
[

VOnazIa went in to e Qrand psry ang
Beo.

e 1013 the grand jury thet Avmel Cus-
© was not his parower in Oud Exposed,

afiered by Custo-to Torm Venesis betose
no testfied, before the 1906-) grand
My, e part of o pros! of tw
aCy Sharged in Count 8 of the INSictmens.
At ve ciose of B Of D SnGeNGS,
lstisn and gentemen of the Ay AN gov-
ermment Is geang %o sk you O lume
wvergict of againgt the dfenaant

. w&nrzunnmm

SoUNTS 1N By Ingetment. L.
Thenk you very fmuch,
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Trial

Continued from 1A
leam from lum that Congressman

Costello may or may not help a cer- -

tin wibe." .
Venezis did not say who he did

leamn this from and said he could not

cemember which of “two or three”

Indian tibes involved was secking

recognition 1 Congress.

a&m and Venezias dreams for

s feanibility study on an Iliinois casi-
no deal predicted they and their var-
ious investors could make as much

Much of Venezia's testimony was
slowed 10 an excruciating pace by
exhibits the prosecutor entered into
cvidence concerning complicated
investonent deals he and Cueto. had

loping ‘land-based casinos.
stretched all the way to Mexico aad .

entered. Jurors® anention &t times .

waned and st one pomnt Venezia him-
seif ademutted 10 being confissed. -
Once during his testimony, 3 juror
motioned that she couldn't see the
prosecutor's chart of transactions
and Venczia, in midsentence, poiat-
ed to her. The prosccutor adjusted
mﬂ_mu!ﬁ; ,.')..'_'!'.

jurors. “Now it's far-

ther , poisti » - snsweee d 5 e
e ettt oe e o %" Venczia saud he' roaized. i

Vetiezia testified"'he used’ pro-

S

r‘l!:< -7, .".F.I'
s iy ‘Venezia shid;’

Wednesday highlights
April 16, 1997

* U.S. Rep. Jerry Costello
was to have split with Amiel
Cueto and Thomas Venezia
32 acres of East St. Louis
riverfront -property intended
for a casino, Venezia testi-
fied Wednesday.

e Amief Cueto’s
are set to begin their cross- °
examination- of Thomas :
Venezia at 9 a.m. today, - |

- j

poker machines.” R
“Did you tell Amiel Cueto that™

_Assistant U.S. Anorney Miriam

Miquejon asked.

~ “I think so,” Venezia said.

iy what did he, 7

g Az wihat did be s2y o youT" she

2:5::_ B

%D thé best yob'ein, ~Ver—+3

g

ceeds. from his illegal video -gam: o~ thst he was being investigamd by the

bling racket to enter various-invest- °

FBI and that ¢ sute liquor control

ment deals with Cueto and that Cue:  agens had been wyrking undercover in

Venezia's video gambling machines

o was gware of this. When 148 of thatinvestigation: He-sfid he contin--

ued in large investment deals with

were seized in 8 Dec. 6, 1994, feder- . Cveto because ke relied on'"Cueto’s

.l raid, he got Cuets's permission 1o * assurances that Cueto would be able
use $100,000 of a $200,000 loan the ¥ %0 discredit'the agent

. Bonds Robin-

two had wken to replace some -:sonlc,“sohe wouldn't have any cred-

machines, he said. .

. thility in any FBLinvestigation and he

Venezia- said Cueto also was couldn't be used” against Venexia.

aware that a topless club- they co-
owned, Exposed in Centreville,
depended on iliegal - gambling
machines. Venezia and

Veneria said his relationship with
Cueto was based en trust.

“1 didn't do snything  without
masking sure it was O.K. with Ame,"

ssid Cueto held a silent interest in  he said.

the club. Cueto has denied this.

Venezia said that after his convic-

“The club swruggled and wasn’t tion, he lied to & federal grand jury

making any
“About the only way the club could

o " "
- et %t . me

money," Venezia said- to protect Cueto.

“] wanted to,” he explained. “(He

stay solvent was to have the video. w)_mybstﬁiud."

i




